RESOURCES FOR COMPLETING A “DILIGENT SEARCH”
LOCATING A MISSING SPOUSE, FORMER SPOUSE, OR
BIOLOGICAL PARENT IN A FAMILY LAW CASE
Below is a list of resources to contact to locate your missing spouse, former spouse, or child’s
other parent. Keep a list of each contact you make, noting the date and information obtained.
1. Local telephone book from city where the person last resided
2. Local 411 information in the city where the person last resided
3. Local city and county police departments for any possible arrests in the area where the
person last resided
4. The Florida Department of Corrections, Inmate Records department at 850-488-1503 or
an online “offender search” at www.dc.state.fl.us
5. The Hillsborough County Correctional Institution, Inmate Records Department, at 813247-8400
6. Contact the U.S. Postmaster and provide the following information: City, State, and Zip
Code of the person’s last known address. Include a check for $1.00 and a written
request for any subsequent addresses on record for that person.
7. County Tax Collector’s office for the county where the person last resided
8. Department of Motor Vehicles for a copy of any driver licenses (fee charged for search)
 www.hsmv.state.fl.us/html/records.html
 Driver License, Motor Vehicle/Vessel Records Request, form HSMV 85054
http://www.flhsmv.gov/dmv/forms/btr/85054.pdf
9. Auto Tag office in the county where the person last resided for any automobile
registrations.
10. Hillsborough County Sheriff’s office - check arrest records and warrants at
www.hcso.tampa.fl.us
11. Department of Revenue, Child Support Enforcement (if trying to locate a party for
“establishing parentage, or establishing, modifying, or enforcing a support obligation” or
for “making or enforcing a child custody or visitation determination”). Must have the
party’s social security number.
 Ask for Form CS-AP80 “Request for Authorization to Use the State and Federal
Parent Locator Service” at your local Child Support Enforcement office
 http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/childsupport/phone.html
 Hillsborough County: 6302 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Ste. # 110, Tampa, FL
33619-1166
 All counties except Miami-Dade: 1-800-622-5437 / 7:30 AM-6:00 PM EST
Monday-Friday
12. Infousa.com has a reverse directory to locate an address with only a phone number:
www.infousa.com
13. Infobel.com has the same reverse directory service but can be used with international
numbers: www.infobel.com
14. Other people finder search websites:
 www.intelius.com
 www.whowhere.com
 www.superpages.com
 www.zabasearch.com
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“DILIGENT SEARCH”
WHAT YOU WILL BE EXPECTED TO ANSWER, UNDER OATH, ABOUT THE
DILIGENT SEARCH YOU HAVE DONE
I, being sworn, certify that the following information is true:
1. I have made diligent search and inquiry to discover the name and current residence of Respondent:
{Specify details of search} Refer to checklist below and identify all actions taken (any additional
information included such as the date the action was taken and the person with whom you spoke is
helpful) (attach additional sheet if necessary):
[Check all that apply]
____ United States Post Office inquiry through Freedom of Information Act for current address or any
relocations.
____ Last known employment of Respondent, including name and address of employer. You should also
ask for any addresses to which W-2 Forms were mailed, and, if a pension or profit-sharing plan
exists, then for any addresses to which any pension or plan payment is and/or has been mailed.
____ Unions from which Respondent may have worked or that governed his or her particular trade or
craft.
____ Regulatory agencies, including professional or occupational licensing.
____ Names and addresses of relatives and contacts with those relatives, and inquiry as to Respondent’s
last known address. You are to follow up any leads of any addresses where Respondent may have
moved. Relatives include, but are not limited to: parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins,
nieces, nephews, grandparents, great-grandparents, former in-laws, stepparents, stepchildren.
____ Information about the Respondent’s possible death and, if dead, the date and location of the
death.
____ Telephone listings in the last known locations of Respondent’s residence.
____ Internet at http://www.switchboard.com or other Internet databank locator service. Please
indicate if a public library assisted you in your search.
____ Law enforcement arrest and/or criminal records in the last known residential area of Respondent.
____ Highway Patrol records in the state of Respondent’s last known address.
____ Department of Motor Vehicle records in the state of Respondent’s last known address.
____ Department of Corrections records in the state of Respondent’s last known address.
____ Title IV-D (child support enforcement) agency records in the state of Respondent’s last known
address.
____ Hospitals in the last known area of Respondent’s residence.
____ Utility companies, which include water, sewer, cable TV, and electric, in the last known area of
Respondent’s residence.
____ Letters to the Armed Forces of the U.S. and their response as to whether or not there is any
information about Respondent. (See Memorandum for Certificate of Military Service, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.912(a).)
____ Tax Assessor’s and Tax Collector’s Office in the area where Respondent last resided.
____ Other: {explain} _________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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